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Research Goal and Material
• By qualitatively examining the first responses of newspapers to the
event at Grays, we uncover the ‘go-to’ narrative, thereby illuminating
the stereotypes that underlie such reporting.
• We settled on a manageable collection of 78 big national daily
newspaper articles published in the 48-hour period after the story
broke so as to qualitatively explore texts representative of the
relevant national newspaper (and related political) landscape.
• We explored the case’s early coverage in Cyprus, Greece, UK, Serbia,
Croatia, Flanders and Brussels, and the Netherlands.

Newspapers overview (and method brief)

Our Findings
• language portrays what happened in dramatic, fictionalising and sensationalistic terms
• overfocusing on the event’s effects backgrounds doers and helps writers avoid the ascription
of responsibility
• metaphors of fighting, war and violence used to oversimplify responding mechanisms and
divert attention away from dealing with trafficking’s underlying causes
• where reporting is more matter-of-fact and unemotive, it remains mostly uncritical of the
actions of law enforcement and customs agencies
• there’s a concern as to the extent to which the victims can be held responsible for their own
misfortune
• there’s confusion as to whether the driver was arrested for murder or for manslaughter
• through these linguistic choices, the newspapers (perhaps unintentionally) help to justify
draconic law enforcement and border security policies.
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